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Repudiation of the Wailes Claim
Injures Florida—John L. Inglis

By Francis L. Huffaker.
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This is a “little journey"” to the
hearts of men—honest men.

It is not expected to appeal to men
who are wilfully dishonest, to men
who would sacrifice principle for poli-
tical gain, or to the catspaws of such
men. It is written, as stated, purely
“for men only.”

Thiz “little jourmey™ is not a plea
for sympathy; it is not a request fer
charity—it is a plain, unvarnished de-
mand for justice—justica for Sydney
I. Walles, to whom the state of Florida
is indebted, and justice to Florida, the
citizens of which are honest despite
the continued Injustice that has been
and i{s being done this aged man.

Through the expenditure of thou-
sands of dollars and years of service,
Sydney I Wailes secured for Florida
from the national government the sum
of $1 089,000 in Indian war claims, for
which he received nothing, although
his efforts and his expenditures were
almost solely responsible for the Im-
mense sum being secured. He also
brought to Florida from: the national
government more than 16,000,000 acres
of land, for which he recelved the in-
significant sum of two cents an acre
(payable in land, not money),, while 25
ecents an acre has since been paid for
25,000 acres which another man secur-
ed from Uncle Sam. These separate
and distinet contracts have often
been confounded in the successful ef-
forts to defeat payment of the just
debt. This refusal causes Florida to
be scorned In the money markets of
the nation, and the state will deserve
the scorn just as long as the injustice
continues.

There are honest men who balleve the
¢laim should not be paid. Why? Be-
cause they have been befuddled by
those most responsible for the injus-
tice—by men who hoped to gain po-
litically by refusing to pay Col. Wailes
after he had “delivered the goods™
The subject I8 a big one, covering
many years, and some “noodles™ seem
fncapable of digetsing these facts:
That Sydney 1. Wailes, under contract
with Governor Drew and succeeding
governors, brought to Florida from
the national government more than a
milllon dollars, which the state would
not have secured except through his
efforts; that he spent thousands of
dollars in the mere getting of data
for this work—spending money when
Florida =crip was selling at 40 cents
on the dollars—and that the validity
of his contract was never once gues-
tioned until the money was in the
state treasury, and how showed the
“bold affrontery™ to ask for his com-
mission of 15 per cent. He was offer-
ed $12500 when he had spent nearly
twice that sum in his efforts to col-
lect the claim.

Since his first defeat during the
Jeénnings administration, succeeding
legislatures have turned the claim
down, each time by a narrow mar-
£in, although not one just argument
has been presetned against the pay-
ment of the claim.

Not only have thesa legislators re-
fused to pay a just claim, but they
have deliberately refused to allow the
claimant to go into the courts—the
gtate courts—in order to prove the
validity of his claim.

Why should an honest legislator ob-
Jete to having this claim acted upon
by the state's own protectors—the
eourts? Simply a question of poli-
tics—questionable politics.

Fearing that the claim might be
paid, and that a bill may be passed
giving Col. Walles the privilege of
bringing suit, those most responsible
for the defeat of Col. Walles, who
lives in a hall bedroom while some
of his “friends” llve in pensions, be-
gin systematic work before each legis-
lative session, and continue that work
throughout each session. Some of
them are in Tallahassee now and have
been sinec the opening day of the ses-
sion. If the claim should be passed
they would not be held responsible.
Why, then, their continued opposition?
Because it would be unpleasant to be
shown to have treated one to whom
the the state is indebted, unfairly.

The best men of the state, includ-
fng Governor Rloxham, General Bul-
lock, George P. Raney, Sr., who are

now dead; Hon. W. A. Blount, of Pen-
sacola, regarded as one of % - '~adine

lawyvers of the entire country have
declared that the claim is just, and
fought for its payvment. 1 present

harewith the statement of another no-
Ple Floridian, who probably knows
more about the claim than any man
Nving today, and who iz known and
honored throughout the state as a man
who has gained great wealth honestly,
and who has alwavs worked for the
deve'-pment of Florida. 1 refer to
(‘a]'!t- John L. Inglis, with whom I re-
cently had the following conversation,
end who has read and sanctioned the
publication of the statements at-
tributed to him.

Again, if vou desire to do justice,
read the following statement of Capt
Inglls. If not. forget it:

“Capt. Inglis, learning that you
were. in 1876, the most active man in
securing the nomination of Governor
Drew. and afterward his closest friend
and adviser, T would llke to have you
toll the people of the state why Gov-
ernor Drew made a contract giving to
8. 1. Wailes such a large commission
as 15 per cent for collecting Florida

s Indian war claims?”

Capt. Inglis said: “You are right
1 know a good deal about that con-
tract and the cause for making it 1
though, to hear ¥you
sav "blg commission." The state in her
cnhditinn at that time could much
betier have agreed to pay 30 per cent
than not to have had that work
done.”

“What were the facts found by Gov-
ernor Drew when he went to Washing-
ton to examine into conditions there?”

“After his careful examination Gov-
ernor Drew =aid: ‘Old friend, you
know the state of Florida has no
monev (her scrip then being worth
only 40 cents on the dollar, and much
less in some places) and until the
evidence is secured to prove Florida's
claim to what is due nothing can be
done toward having it paid’ Goverpor
Drew's Investigation at that time

am astonished,

showed that Forida had borrowed
$132.000 on her coupon bonds, bearing
T per cent interest, and every time a
dollar was passed hy any department
of the national government for any
money due the state of Florlda, it was
captured before it passed through the
United States treasury namd applied
to wiping out the pavment of that
$£182.000. Qovermor Drew said the evi-
donce secured for the
pavments made, largel) in 18568 and
1867, without great cost. “The state
has not the money to pay for that
work.' he =ald, and 1 can't see where
the money Is= coming from unless we
jssue more bonds. | am opposed to
doing that The evidence that was
sent ta Washington by the Florida
state ofMicials to Seantor Yules, to be
filed in the treasury, on which to base
a claim, was lost, as Senator Yules
had left Washington on the breaking
out of the Clvil war in 1861, and it is
now impossible to trace the box of pa-
pers containing the payrolls and other
evidence of payment by the state for
the wars of 1856 and 1857.

*““What s best for me to do now?
asked Governor Drew. ‘In this emerg-
ency Col. Wailes has offered to pay
the expense of securing the evidence
and prosscuting this case and push-

could not be

ing this clalm for payment on a com-
mission basis' 1 urged Governor
Drew, If the ecabinet thought it the
proper thing to do when he got back
to Florida, to make a contract with
Wailes, If he didn't got anything, he
was not to receive a penny, and the
state would sustain no loss. If he did
collect it, he was to recelve only what
all attorneys charge when they pay
expenses—I15 per cent. He (Drew)
made the contract immediately after
returning to Florida, with the approv-
al of his cabinet, and he told me af-
terward that he belleved Col. Walles
would succeed in making the collec-
tion. °‘If he does make the collection.’
sald Govermor Drew, ‘no act of mine
will do more for the state's bene-
fit.’

“The action of Governor Drew in
contracting with Col. Waliles was well
known to the state and legislature
by the message he sent to the legisla-
ture, telling of the contract. The leg-
islature investigated the matter sever-
al times, and always, In spite of all
the political bitterness of those times,
confirmed Drew's action. Each gov-
ernor, including Drew, Bloxham, Perry,
Fleming, Mitchell and Bloxham in his
second term, recognized that contract,
and the work of getting that pavment
went on. Not a word was said until
the money was actually paid into the
state treasury (more than a million
dollars) with reference to irregularity
of contract.

“No one will denyv that the state got
the money. She has not pald one cent
in expense to get it, but when the
time came for the state to fulfil her
part of the contract a caucus of the
house of represetnatives offered to
fulfil the state's part of that contract
by offering to this aged man, who had
spent thousands of dollars and more
than twenty vears service, the insig-
nificatn sum of $12.500.

“Can any honest man
think of the treatment given Col.
Walles by this state's officials and
claim that this state is honest? No;
not the state, but the officials who
have brought about this clear repudia-
tion.

“I for one, would feel mortified
should the state continue to carry the
brand of repudiation on account of a
violation of a contract, under seal, af-
ter the acceptance of the money and
placing it in her treasury, where it is
outside of the law, for no individual
can sue the state without legislative
consgent. The refusal of the consent of
the legislature to allow that contract
to be tested by her own referee—the
courts—would be a disgrace, and our
children would never live long enough
to =ee the stain of repudlation re-
moved.

“Often in my travels I have heard
this repudiation among financial men
commented upon as a shame. In con-
firmation of the fact that Col. Wailes
pald these expenses of collection, and
not the state, the lamented General
Bullock, so well-known, told me in
Washington of the large sums that
had been paid out by Col. Walles in
this case, and of the many men he

hereafter

had employed in securing the evi-
dence on which the claim was finally
allowed. This matter has been dis-
cussed freely by the citizsens of Florida
and other states, and with rare excep-
tions have 1 heard anvthing but con-
demnation of this repudiation. These
people may have old-fashioned ideas
of dishonesty and repudiation, but
they demand that this just claim be
sent to the courts and settled.”

Subscribe for The Journal.

A LUMBER YARD

where you ecan obtaln promptly the best
grade of Lumber and other

BUILDING MATERIAL.
at all times, Is commendable.
"“Ppls’eg‘ﬂu with anything and evervthing
required, for which to builld a fencs,

house, barn, store or factory. Get our
figures on your next bill

' DeSilva & Ferriss Co.

Phones 11 and 882,

East Main.

We can |

Will Make
Prompt

new.,

Again and Again.

come and convenience.

We always please our customers in style, quality, price
and liberal treatment, and they always come back to us when
they want to make additional purchases.

dealt with individually, and judgment arranged to suit his in-

Each customer is

Delivery of
Any Goods
Purchased.
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PARLOR ROCKERS.

$5.50
$1.00 Cash, $§1.00 a \Week.

They are made of solid oak and
have an extra fine finish, shaped
back, roll seat, spread arms—just
like picture shows.
you in oak or mahogany.

We can furnish

; . A ’)14 :
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STAIR STRIPPING.

Every housekeeper realizes how much
more comfortable and satisfactory it is
to have good Stripping on the stairs and
thereby do away with the noise. We
have a big line of Wiltons, Velvet, Ax-
minster, Brussels and Ingrain

from

25¢c up.
$1.00 a Week.

ROTHSCHILD EAT
EVOLVING ANITARY

BED DAVENPORT .

Used as = Davenport, there is no visible }
suggestion that it may be converted into a °
bed—nor does it have to be moved from the
wall when making the transformation.

T

The seat turns completely over, exposing a

4~

White Mountain Refrigerator.

It is sanitary and odorless, made of
hardwood,
amel, pure and clean. Carries 30 Ibs ice.
Price only

round corners, white

$12.50
$1.00 Cash, $1.00 a Week.

el
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folded bedspring with mattress and bedding
enclosed. This, when opened, is a full size
spring and bed, supported in front by
drop legs.

Easily operated by simple mechanism. The
sleeper rests upon a comfortable, loose
mattress lald uvpon strong, independently
supported bedsprings, .

-——_;d
Let us show you this one, it is worth $40.
$5.00 cash; $1.00 a2 week.

White Mountain Ice Chest,

The most careful workmanship in the
case, the finest enamel on the inside, the
best of material throughout. Price only

$12.50

. !

Constructed of solid tube steel, rub-
ber tire wheels, and folds up compactly
and can be carried on street cars. Price
$7.00

$1.00 Cash, $1.00 a Week.

) RNITURE
a week will do.

A dollar or two NoGe

MPLETE HOUSE FUR

18 and 20 N. Palafox

-

We furnish the
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NISHE

|
We Extend to All a Most Cordial Invitation
to Inspect Our Many Lines of New Furniture.
The Main Object of Our Business is to Make
Customers and to Keep Them, and to Sell Them
We sell more goods every day to old customers than to .
!
g ) "
PORCH ROCKERS.
This is one of our comfortable Porch
Rockers, high back, wide arms, strongly
made of the best maple. Price
$2.25
$1.00 Cash, $1.00 a Week.
il %
Our Dandy Go-Cart. |
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homescomplete.




